Citizens for Alcohol Policies that Promote Health and Safety (CAPPHS)


Proposal to End the Sale of 

Caffeinated Alcohol Beverages in the State of Michigan

As you know, organizations and people from around the United States are concerned with caffeinated alcohol beverages.  In August 2007, our Attorney General, Mike Cox, along with 29 other state Attorneys General sent a letter regarding their concerns about caffeinated alcohol beverages to the U.S. Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB).  In June 2008, after public pressure, Anheuser-Busch agreed to take caffeine and other stimulants out of its alcoholic drinks.  Then in December 2008, after a lawsuit was filed, MillerCoors agreed to not produce any caffeinated alcohol beverages in the future.  At the time, with the elimination of Tilt (with additives) and Sparks from the market, nearly 85% of all caffeinated alcoholic beverages that were available at the start of 2008 were eliminated from the market.  

However, the decisions of Anheuser-Busch and MillerCoors to stop manufacturing these products have given way to other smaller brewers such as, United Brands (Joose is one of their popular products), to gain market share.  In fact, an August 2009 article from Join Together indicated that “over a 12-month period, Joose’s unit sales more than tripled to 1.3 million cases sold in convenience and drug stores in the U.S. (according to Nielsen Company Unit, a market-research company).  Four Loko and Four Maxed also experienced an increase in their unit sales over a 12-month span.”  In November 2009, the Food and Drug Administration has said that “it intends to look into the safety and legality of their products.”

Therefore, Citizens for Alcohol Policies that Promote Health and Safety, ask all of you to take appropriate action to ensure that caffeinated alcohol beverages are removed from the marketplace by January 1, 2010, unless manufacturers of these drinks can provide clear evidence that the products are as safe as other alcoholic drinks.  As you may recall in March 2009 the following organizations supported ending the sale of caffeinated alcohol beverages.   

Barry County Substance Abuse Task Force – Barry County

Black Caucus Foundation of Michigan – Wayne County

Bureau of Substance Abuse Prevention – Wayne County

Clean Teens – Washtenaw County

Cristo Rey Community Center – Ingham County

Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries – Wayne County

Family Service Inc. – Wayne County

Ingham Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition

Michigan Prevention Association

Shiawassee Task Force on Prevention – Shiawassee County

Tri County Alcohol Awareness Committee – Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties

Youth on the Edge of Greatness, Inc. – Wayne County

Yes Center, Inc. – Eaton County

South East Michigan Coordinating Agency – Wayne County

Lenawee Substance Abuse Prevention Council – Lenawee County

Parenting Awareness Michigan

Troy Community Coalition – Oakland County

North Oakland Community Coalition – Oakland County
Thank you for your attention in this public health matter and we look forward to hearing from you.
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“Advocating for laws and policies that reduce the illegal and harmful use of alcohol.”

